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Today is Resurrection Sunday.  What a change one day makes, much less than 

the change one or more years makes.  We sometimes say, in the Western world, that 

this is A.D. 2003, the Latin abbreviation translating to “In the year of our Lord 2003”. 

But frankly, that designation is misleading, since all of the years since the beginning of 

time belong to our Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of Heaven and Earth.  The birth of Jesus 

Christ as a babe in the manger was certainly a momentous event.  However, no day 

thus far in the history of the world exceeds in glory the day that Jesus Christ rose from 

the dead.  Only in the future, when God the Son makes His final victory, will there be 

a more glorious day, and then, as it was 2000 plus years ago, the glory, and the praise, 

and the honor will be showered upon Jesus Christ.

The God who is worthy of our fervent adoration has blessed us, has chosen us, 

and has limited our world so that we may live holy and blameless before him in love. 

The God who is worthy of our fervent adoration has accepted us, has bought us (or 

redeemed us), has provided an inheritance for us.  And then, this God who is worthy of 

our fervent devotion has made operative in us the same power he displayed in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead, when he set him at his own right hand, when he put 

all things at his feet, and when he gave Christ to be the head of the church.  He has 

made operative in us this mighty power so that though we were dead in trespasses and 

sins, God has made us alive, God has raised us up together in Christ Jesus, and God 

has made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ.

He did this so that he might show to everyone the exceeding riches of his grace 

in the kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

Because he has done all of this, and because he desires to show these marvelous 

riches of his grace, we need to remember how much things have changed.  Someone 

said to a friend of mine the other day, “My, my, why, you haven't changed a bit in these 
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20 years!”  To which my friend said he wished he could share what was on his mind. 

“Frankly, it was an insult to tell me I hadn't changed.  After all, people should change. 

It's in the nature of the way God made us.”

But, perhaps because of our culture, we prefer keeping things from changing too 

much.  We don't want to think of ourselves as opposing change, and yet, we don't want 

to seem radical, either.  However, what we realize, on the basis of Ephesians 2:11-18, 

should transform our lives.

Let's begin with what Paul says in v. 11, “Wherefore, remember, that you 

being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called uncircumcision by that 

which is called the circumcision in the flesh...”  As I just mentioned, it is wise for us 

to remember the past.  In time past, Paul says, we did what came naturally, for a 

sinner; that is, we sinned.  And, this sinning did not go unnoticed.  The Jewish people, 

to whom God had spoken, recognized that we were unchanged, both physically, 

because we had not undergone the surgical procedure of circumcision, but also 

because we were uncircumcised in our hearts.  For this reason, the Jewish people 

looked down upon you, Paul says.  In fact, they avoided you at all costs, and looked at 

you with complete disgust, much as we would a spider, or a centipede, or a filthy rat. 

Scum of the earth.  As a point of comparison, Paul tells the Jewish readers of the book 

of Romans that by their sin, they are just as guilty, and in fact, have become, just like, 

the circumcision.  Think of any group of people to whom we compare ourselves today, 

when we say, “I'm not like them” and we get the picture, the feeling of our skin 

crawling, that the Jewish people had toward the Gentiles.

It was because of this hatred and disgust toward other people, however, that 

prevented God's chosen people, Israel, from ever reaching out to proclaim the 

excellence of God's glory to the people of the world and fulfill the destiny God so 
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desired.  It was because of the disgust and hatred from the Jews, coupled with our own 

innate sinfulness that prevented us from coming to know of Jesus Christ.  We had no 

chance of knowing Jesus Christ, apart from God's chosen people, Israel, and entering 

into their rituals and culture.

At that time, God continues, you and I were without.  My dear mother tells of her 

dad repeating the well-known phrase, that they should “Make it, make do, or do 

without” during the Great Depression.  However, you and I never can make it to 

Heaven without Christ.  You and I can never make  do without Christ.  You and I can 

never live our lives and do without Christ.

We were without Christ.  We were without God, and we were in the world.  First, 

let us consider, we were without Christ.  Literally, the verse means that we were apart 

from Christ, and separated from Christ.  We could not go to Him, directly, and if the 

Jewish people wouldn't have us, we were without a way to get to Jesus Christ.

That separateness from Christ carried some consequences. We were aliens, 

literally, alienated, from Israel.  It was like how some young people see their first job 

search.  They can't get hired, because they don't have any experience, but they can't get 

any experience, because they can't get hired.  In the same way, we couldn't come to 

Christ, because were not part of the house of Israel, and yet, we could not become a 

part of the house of Israel, because we were apart, that is to say, cut off from, Jesus 

Christ.

Like many problems, the alienation we felt from the house of Israel created yet 

another problem.  We were strangers from the covenants that God had made from his 

people.  In that we were strangers, it was all so foreign to us.  We may as well have 

been reading Greek, and trying to perform calculus calculations.  Moreover, we had no 

clue as to the wonderful promises God had in store for Israel, on the basis of God's 
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faithfulness to Abraham, and on the basis of one's circumcision.

These promises were no ordinary promises.  They gave hope and light at the end 

of the tunnel, to the Jewish people, for the last 150 years, and for 3000 years before 

that.  They gave hope of knowing God himself.  These promises gave hope of no more 

war, no more sin, no more sickness, and yet, because we were uncircumcised, we had 

no hope.

We had no hope of seeing God's answer to sin, Jesus Christ.  We had no hope of 

a promised land.  We had no hope of the Lion of Judah coming to conquer our 

enemies.  We had no hope of the resurrection of the body from death and from 

destruction in Hell.

In short, not only were we cut off from the promises, we had no hope.  At that 

time, also, however, we were without God.  When the old King James words it, it does 

not mean that God was helpless, but rather, in God's allowance, we were godless. 

Godlessness pretends everything is all okay.  Godlessness claims what is rightfully 

God's for our own.  His glory, His possessions, and His relationships we claimed for 

our own, rather than realizing all glory is His, all possessions are His, and all 

relationships are subservient to the relationship we have with Him.

Finally, he says, we were in the world.  We were by ourselves.  We were left to 

our own devices, just as Paul told the Romans.  God left us to the natural 

consequences of our sin, what Dr. Kevin Leman might call Reality Discipline.  With 

all due respect to the Dr., God is the originator of Reality Discipline.

That's were we were.  Uncircumcised, without Christ, and having no hope, 

godless, and in the world.  But NOW, oh what a difference, and it is all because of the 

death of Jesus Christ on the cross.

He has brought us near.  He brought us near to God, certainly, but what he talks 
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about here is the peace that is possible because of Jesus Christ.  Jews and Gentiles no 

longer have to be enemies.

....

So, what should God's peace in you effect?  What should it change?  It should 

change our attitudes, our relationships with one another.  It should change our attitudes 

and our relationships with God Himself.


