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This last week, a group of US Army Rangers rescued a young woman of 

the 507th Maintenance Company who had been taken captive by the Iraqi 

military.  When the news of Jessica Lynch’s rescue reached her home town of 

Palestine, West Virginia, her family immediately began celebrating.  Joy and 

celebration was the obvious next step.

When a people repent of their sin, and turn their life to Christ, they too, are 

rescued.  They are delivered, redeemed.  Of this event, Jesus said, “... There is 

joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repents” (Luke 

15:10).  Again, joy and celebration is the obvious next step.

Have you ever asked yourself, “Self, what should be my next step when I 

hear about the salvation of one more lost sinner?”  If you haven’t asked 

yourself that question, you need to do so.  If you have asked yourself that 

question, and know your answer, I would urge you to compare your thoughts to 

the response Paul had in Ephesians 1, beginning in verse 15.

Paul had just written to the “faithful in Christ”.  He had encouraged them 

to give to God their fervent devotion because God had blessed them, had chosen 

them, had predestinated them, and God had redeemed them, made his mystery 

known to them, and given and guaranteed an inheritance for them.

Then, he takes the next step in his relationship with them.  In verse 15, he 

says, “Wherefore”, or For that reason.  “Because of everything I have told you 

about God up to this point, Because of Who God is, and Because of your faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, I prayed.”

Paul rejoiced and Paul prayed.  His example is the example of Scripture. 

He rejoiced and He prayed.  Though he was confined to a Roman prison, he yet 
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praised God.

As I urge those of us here today to “take the next step” in the discipleship 

of new believers, and faithful but younger believers, consider this example from 

Paul.  He had taught at Ephesus in the past, but was no longer in their presence. 

Since he was in prison, he could not travel to see them.

Some people tell me, Pastor, I am not a teacher.  I can’t stand up and lead a 

class, or even a Bible study.  Perhaps not. What can you do?  Take the next step, 

as Paul did.  Not only did God give Paul the right attitude, God prompted Paul 

with the right action.

I believe if we are willing to take the next step with others, He will bless 

this assembly with new, and faithful believers.  Paul’s right attitude was his 

readiness to receive, and respond to, the people with whom he had developed 

relationships.

When people had needs or joys to share with Paul, he was ready to listen. 

Paul says, “After I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all 

the saints.”
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What did Paul hear?  He heard, first, about their faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Notice, he does not say, I heard of your faith in me, or I heard of your faith 

in your pastor, or (even) I heard of your faith in the local assembly.  Neither 

does he say, I heard of your faith in your baptism, your wedding, or any 

other command set out by God.  He says, quite frankly, “I heard of your 

faith in the Lord Jesus.”  By faith, they had submitted themselves to Jesus 

as Lord.  By faith, they had submitted themselves to Jesus, God the Son. 

By faith, they had repented of their sins, and put their trust of heaven in the 

shed-blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.

In fact, for his prayer of enlightenment and instruction to be effective, God 

the Holy Spirit needed to be present in their lives. For him to be present, they 

needed to have put their  faith in the Lord Jesus.  The Holy Spirit of God does 

not teach those who are not His own.

In taking the next step of discipleship, Paul had the Right Attitude that 

allowed him to receive the news about their faith in the Lord Jesus.  What did He 

hear?  First, he heard about their faith in the Lord Jesus.  Secondly, he heard 

about their love unto all the saints.

There’s that love word again!  This is the same Greek word that describes 

us as the Beloved of God.  Paul had heard about their deliberate, willful, 

persistent love unto all the saints.  This love unto all the saints was characterized 

by self-sacrifice, deliberate determination, & passion for the glory of God.

Jesus said (John 13:35) “By this shall all men know that ye are my 

disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  Jesus says that when we express 

agape love, Godly love, one toward another, people will sit up and take notice. 
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Think back about how the early church willfully, deliberately, loved one another. 

They learned with one another.  They shared with one another.  They worshiped 

with one another.  They prayed with one another.  Now, whatever else the 

believers at Ephesus had done to show their “love unto all the saints”, it is 

highly likely that they contributed money to the believers enduring persecution in 

Jerusalem.  (Trophimus, an Ephesian, accompanied Paul on his trip to Jerusalem to 

distribute money from the Gentile churches — Acts 20:4, 21:29)

In taking the next step, Paul had the right attitude toward relationships God 

brought into his life.  For that reason, he could listen and hear of their faith in the 

Lord Jesus, and he could listen and hear of their love unto all the saints.

Not only did Paul have the right attitude, however, he had the right action. 

What was his right action?  It was thankfulness in prayer.

We may not always be able to communicate these truths ourselves, but 

God’s Word can, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Prayer, in conjunction 

with proper instruction from the Bible, will strengthen and encourage other 

believers.

No matter how long we are part of the body of Christ, and no matter how 

long we are part of a local assembly, we will always need to minister to other 

people, and others will always need to minister to us.

So what has Paul done?  In his prayers, he never fails to give thanks to God 

for them.  It is so important to be thankful for each one that God has brought to 

salvation.  And here’s why, I think.  First, we have the example of the angels, as 

previously mentioned, but thanking God for each person who has come to Christ 

helps us as mature Christians to “relate with care”, neither resenting or gossiping 
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about immaturity, nor becoming proud that we “are not as that publican over 

there”.  Thanking God for another believer (other believers, by name, and one by 

one)  renews our thankfulness for His grace in our own spiritual lives, much as 

thanking God for a new baby child renews our thankfulness for His grace in our 

physical lives.

I thank my God upon every remembrance of the children God has given to 

Sharon and me, because I am constantly amazed at God’s grace and goodness to 

one so undeserving as me.  In the same way, I thank our God upon every 

remembrance of all of you, for the privilege it is to minister among you, and for 

the workings of grace in your lives.

Moreover, thanking God, and making mention of other believers in our 

prayers to God puts our thoughts on Jesus Christ, away from ourselves and on to 

how we serve others.

Paul took the next step of discipling through listening, and through prayer. 

Having said that, what is the next step for believers who have expressed their 

faith in the Lord Jesus and have shown their love unto the saints?  The answer is 

found in Paul’s prayer.

Here it is: “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

him.”  Recall, if you will, that as a result of the redemption we have through the 

blood of Jesus Christ, we have been given wisdom and prudence.  Think of it! 

We have, as a result of our redemption, a greater understanding of the reality and 

the result of God in our lives than we did before we came to Jesus Christ.  Has 

your life changed because of Jesus Christ?  It should have changed, and it should 
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be changing.  Have your thoughts changed because of the reading of God’s 

Word?  They should have changed.

Notice, he asks, that God would give these believers the spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in the knowledge of Him, that is to say, Jesus Christ.  We tend to 

want the spirit of wisdom & revelation in the knowledge of the future, like how 

the current situation in Iraq relates to the end of time, or like how the signs in the 

book of Revelation relate to current events.  While that is a normal tendency, it is 

a myopic, self-centered view.  After all, the book of Revelation is entitled, The 

Revelation of Jesus Christ.  Our lives are not about us.  Our lives are about God. 

God is the one that matters.  God’s glory is what matters.

Notice, in the next verse, verse 18, the result that comes from the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father glory, giving the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him.  The result is that our center of 

understanding, sometimes called the heart, sometimes called the mind, is now 

able to see.  It brings to mind the familiar words of Amazing Grace, “I once was 

lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.”

Just as our eyes open at the tremendous change between unbelief and 

belief, so too our eyes should open to the tremendous change between what we 

have through the flesh and what we have been given through the Spirit o God. 

There are sadly too many Christians who have seen the light of day with regard 

to their own sin and the power of God in salvation, but have not grasped a hold 

of the powerful, life-changing effect of the power of God in our life beyond 

salvation.

Here is what can happen as our understanding is enlightened.  There are 3 
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things that God desired for the Ephesian believers to know, and that God desires 

for us to know.

1) God desires that we may know what is the hope of his calling.  2) God 

desires that we may know the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 

3) God desires that we may know what is the exceeding greatness of his power to 

us-ward who believe.
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God’s first order of understanding for us, in the book of Ephesians, and 

according to Paul’s prayer is this:  God desires that we may know what is the 

hope of his calling. So what does God mean by saying this?  Let’s take it apart, 

figure it out, and then put it back together.

First, when we see the word know in the Bible, it can either mean facts, or 

it can mean an understanding.  With regard to understanding, there is a Greek 

word for progress in understanding, and another Greek word for having full 

understanding, or perception.

The word used here in Ephesians 1:18 is also used over 600 times in the 

New Testament.  Most of the time it is translated as see, or observe, but it can 

also mean to perceive, which is also a type of seeing.  That is the sense used 

here.  For example, when Jesus told Peter (John 13:7) “What I do thou knowest 

not now, but thou shalt understand”, he was saying, “What I do now, you do not 

yet perceive, or understand fully, but you will get to know it, hereafter.  And 

Peter did.  The gospels tell us that after the resurrection, the Holy Spirit brought 

many of Jesus’ words to their remembrance.

It is the difference between having full understanding of what is involved in 

marriage, and getting to know what is involved day by day.  None of us who are 

married knew what we were getting into, even if we knew the other person very 

well.  Similarly, it is the difference between knowing what the 4th grade holds in 

store, and getting to know what is involved.  To a certain extent, the teacher 

knows what is ahead for her students, since she has taught 4th grade in previous 

years.  For the student, every day is a new experience.

Therefore, when Paul says one of God’s desires (and Paul’s desire, in 
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prayer), is That ye may know what is the hope of his calling, he means, that he 

desires for us to fully observe, understand, comprehend or see clearly the hope of 

his calling.  And yet, we need to unpack this treasure a little more.

The word hope is used in scripture in several ways.  It means (a) “the 

happy anticipation of good”, (b) “the ground upon which hope (anticipation) 

is based”, (such as “Christ in you, hope of glory” -- Col.1:27) and (c) “the 

object upon which the ‘hope’ is based” (I Tim. 1:1 — Christ himself)

As used in Ephesians 1:18, it has the meaning of “the favorable and 

confident expectation of good that is awaiting in front of those who respond to 

His call in the gospel” (paraphrase of Vine), particularly from God’s point of view.

In some ways, this is an exercise in unpacking little boxes.  Each one 

contains a treasure which contains a treasure which contains another treasure. 

But if you’re patient for just a few moments, it will be more clear what God has 

in mind through the pen of Paul.

As to the word “calling”, it simply means the invitation that God extends to 

us to accept the benefits of salvation.  The calling here is not mean a call to 

ministry, but applies to all that put their trust in Jesus Christ.

Having said all of that, what did Paul mean when he prayed “that ye may 

know what is the hope of his calling”?  He meant this, “that you should fully 

comprehend and envision all the good that we can expect on the spiritual 

journey that is ahead of us because God has extended to us, and we have 

accepted, the offer of salvation.”  What are some of the things we can expect to 

enjoy because of our salvation? Wow!

Well, what we can expect?  As a bride examines the many facets of her 
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wedding diamond, we will examine the many facets in more detail in the weeks 

ahead.  However, here is a sampling.  Because of our salvation, we can expect 

Jesus Christ to be our head, our master.  What a joy, knowing that Jesus said, 

“My burden is easy, and my yoke is light.” That’s certainly not true outside of 

Jesus Christ, is it?  For one without Christ, there are many burdens to be borne, 

and many yokes with which to wrestle, bet it his job, his family, his own desires, 

all pulling in multiple and competing directions.

What else can we expect to enjoy because of our salvation?  We can enjoy 

his mercy.  We can enjoy his great love.  We can enjoy the fact that we will 

rule and reign with Christ.  We can enjoy his kindness.  We can enjoy a 

unity with others, from our spouse, and our co-workers, to our co-laborers 

the local assembly; a unity such as those without Christ can only envy.

What else can we enjoy as a result of our salvation? We can enjoy victory 

over sin.  We can enjoy peace, and contentment.

I trust you’ll read with me in coming weeks to see all the good that God has 

for us, because of our salvation through Jesus Christ.  I’m looking forward to 

learning and sharing together from God’s Word.

God desires that we know what is the hope of our calling as we take the 

next step in our salvation.  Then, God desires that we know the riches of the 

glory of his inheritance in the saints.

What are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints?  First, let us 

understand what is meant by his inheritance in the saints.  I want for us to notice, 

first, that God says “his inheritance in the saints”.  It is not our inheritance, but 

rather, we are his inheritance, that is to say, Christ’s inheritance.  Why would 
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Jesus Christ want us for his inheritance?  Because of the glory that we give to 

God the Father in our salvation, and in our service, both of which are 

accomplished by and through Jesus Christ.

Notice, throughout the scripture, but particularly in Ephesians, we are 

called his body, we are called his bride, we are called his temple (or place of 

worship), we are called his habitation (that is to say, his dwelling place); God 

resides within us.  Moreover, we are “no more strangers and foreigners”, we 

are “fellowcitizens with the saints, and with the household of God.”  Because of 

our salvation, we are part of God’s household.  We are children of the King of 

Kings and servants of the Lord of Lords.  This far surpasses “The Best Places to 

Work in America”.

God desires that we know the hope of his calling (what we can expect, in 

the future, because of our salvation), and God desires that we know the riches 

of the glory of his inheritance.  He also desires that we know the exceeding 

greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 

mighty power.

The greatness of his power is literally, the power that is inherent, the power 

that resides within Him, the power He has because He is God.  That self-

generating power that comes from within God Himself is exceeding great.  It is 

also directed toward us who believe, according to the operation of his forceful, 

physical strength.  This forceful, physical strength was made operative or 

displayed in Christ, Paul says, verse 20, when he accomplished four “tasks”, if 

you will.

This forceful, physical strength was made operative in Christ when God the 
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Father raised him from the dead.  What an awesome display of power that did an 

end-run over God’s previously established rules of life and physics!  Men and 

women are not supposed to rise from the dead!  But Jesus Christ did, and he was 

seen by above 500 witnesses, plus the apostles.

This forceful, physical strength was also made operative when God the 

Father set Jesus Christ at the Father’s own right hand in the heavenly places.  His 

own right hand signifies a place of honor, and it signifies a place of power. 

Literally, what God the Son accomplishes and says carries the same authority and 

permanence as what God the Father accomplishes and says.

This place of honor is so honored that it is far above all principality, and 

power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, both in this 

world, and that which is to come.

God the Father’s forceful, physical strength was also made operative when 

He, himself, put all things under Jesus’ feet, and when He, himself, gave Jesus 

Christ to be the head over all things, to the church, and to you.  But we’ll cover 

that next week, on Palm Sunday.

To make the point Paul makes in verse 21, let us look at those four areas of 

power.  Jesus Christ has been placed far above all principality.  The idea here is 

of a government or rule by those beings which are above the ordinary (for good 

or for evil).  It is also used of the power vested in the holy angels, but it carries 

the idea of the top, the cream of the crop.  Could it apply to men like Adolph 

Hitler and Saddam Hussein?  Certainly.  They were and are above the ordinary 

when it comes to the fierce loyalty they command.  It has been said of both Hitler 

and Hussein, by direct observers, that the eloquence and the presence was often 
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mesmerizing, even to the point of one feeling hypnotized.  But Jesus Christ has 

been set far above all principality.

He has also been set far above all power.  Again, this sometimes speaks of 

angels.  It speaks of sovereigns, of whom the only true sovereign is God.  Yet, 

because God directs the affairs of men and women in this world, we also speak 

of those who have been delegated authority by God.  But Jesus Christ has been 

set far above this level of power, as well.

He has been set far above those who have inherent power, by reason of 

natural leadership, or by reason of popularity.  Those who are mighty, by reason 

of who they are in relation to others, such as officers of the court, and such as 

kings and potentates.  But Jesus Christ has been set far above all of these, as 

well.

Finally, we read of dominions. It speaks of lordship, and when applied to 

angels, it is the second level of power.  But Jesus Christ has been set far above 

dominion, as well as every name that is named, and every name that represents 

authority, both in this present world, and in the world that has been prophesied to 

come.

What is the impact of that in our daily lives?  It is this, that Jesus Christ 

reigns supreme.  It is this, that as John says, “Greater is He that is in you, than he 

that is in the world.”

Take the next step, by prayer for others, or by meditating upon God’s Word. 

Realize the hope, the expectations of good, because God has invited you and 

chosen you to salvation.  Realize and come to a comprehension of the riches of 

the glory of his inheritance in the saints.  Realize and come to a comprehension 
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of the greatness of God’s power in raising Jesus Christ from the dead, and in 

setting Him in heavenly places, far above everything else.

Take comfort in you redemption, in your deliverance.  Take joy in your 

salvation.  Take the next step.
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